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1 Using digital technologies for communication, collaboration 

and professional development: information and media 

literacy

2 Sourcing, creating and sharing digital resources: creating 

content, fair use, creative commons, copyright

3 Managing and orchestrating the use of digital technologies 

in teaching and learning; collaborative learning

4 Using digital technologies to enhance inclusion, 

personalisation and learners’ active engagement

5 Enabling learners to creatively and responsibly use digital 

technologies for information, communication, content 

creation, wellbeing and problem-solving

6 Using digital technologies and strategies to enhance 

assessment.



-It is certain that new technologies are affecting the ways knowledge is being 
transmitted or constructed. When reflecting on reforms in education, for instance, 
Burke (2009) claims that, for the sake of the future, educators need to cultivate seven 
personae in students: (1) storyteller, (2) philosopher, (3) historian, (4) anthropologist, 
(5) reporter, (6) critic, and (7) designer.

-As for the skills, better insights into EU values, societal challenges and 
multiculturalism may be improved also through critical thinking, collaboration, 
communication, and creativity (Galante, 2011).

-The lexical syllabus approach and digital content creation were in the focus 
especially during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

- Creating digital content for classroom purposes is a democratic approach to 
teaching and learning (on-the-move), that cultivates the seven personae referred to in 
the text above and the 21st century

-On joining two platforms: BISER and AKELIUS (learning from real-life experience) 
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- In the case of foreign language learning, e.g. studying at a language department, 
instructors need to encourage students to communicate, create, collaborate, and think 
critically. 

- One way to enhance four Cs competences is to work with multimodal texts, i.e. texts 
the structure of which is composed of text itself and e.g. audio-visual effects. 

- DDL (data-driven learning) method: student-centred approach as “the task of the 
learner is to ‘discover’ the foreign language and the task of the language teacher is 
to provide a context” (Johns, 1991, p. 1) (learning from real-life experience) 
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- The lexical syllabus: analysing and studying language is to focus on authentic texts 
in learning “rather than text specially written to illustrate some aspect of language” 
(Willis, 1990, p. 27) (why this approach works well with learning on-the-move)

- The DDL method and the lexical syllabus are interrelated, the lexical syllabus being 
a more tangible framework for data mining. 

-  In the case of written texts, a lexical syllabus approach is delivered by means of 
using concordances, online dictionaries, and forums on language usage, whereas more 
focus is given to learners’ corpora.  (learning from real-life experience) 
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NEW MODES OF ENGAGEMENT
(1) STORYTELLER, (2) PHILOSOPHER, (3) 

HISTORIAN, (4) ANTHROPOLOGIST, (5) 
REPORTER, (6) CRITIC,  AND (7) DESIGNER
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Learning from data in personalized context during COVID-19 (BISER): using multiple 
multimodal sources for the purpose of lexical decisions in the translation process and 
vocabulary activation such as:

1. the blog (Edmodo and Padlet), incorporated into the syllabus to discuss specific translation-
related issues in the classroom (to enhance critical thinking, communication, collaboration, 
creativity);

2. typing speed (BISER), incorporated into the syllabus to demonstrate vocabulary activation 
(to enhance critical thinking, creativity);

3.  online forums (BISER) incorporated into the syllabus to critically assess the emergence of 
new vocabulary items and their application in real life (to enhance critical thinking, 
communication, collaboration, creativity);

4. concordances (BISER; less frequently but possible), incorporated into the syllabus to make 
vocabulary-related decisions when reading critically (to enhance critical thinking, 
collaboration, creativity);

5. spoken texts (BISER), i.e. the video, incorporated into the syllabus for vocabulary data 
mining and creating learners’ corpora (to enhance collaboration, creativity, communication). 
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 - The multimodal content (creation) integrated into a student-centred syllabus (during COVID-19) as 
a project on incorporating the lexical syllabus into the language classroom. 

- i.e. this approach to teaching and creating digital content online was then used by teachers who 
collaborated on the same study programme to teach students how to design classes for young 
learners using AKELIUS platform. 

-At the same time, learners themselves were encouraged to participate as digital content-creators 
and develop their own conception of knowledge within an area of personal learning (see Thorpe & 
Gordon 2012;Sevillano-García & Vázquez-Cano 2015).
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Digital literacy for teaching 
and learning English (UNICEF 
in cooperation with the Faculty 
of Philosophy, University of 
Sarajevo)
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the Akelius Platform: 

Lesson components and 

different purposes of 

use



- Following detailed preparations and all the activities that preceded the implementation of the final stage of 
delivering hybrid classes within the Akelius—Digital Language Learning Programme, students of the Teacher Training 
Programme (second cycle) of the English Language and Literature Department, University of Sarajevo—Faculty of 
Philosophy, together with English Language teachers at the Prva osnovna škola Ilidža and 9. maj Pazarić primary 
schools, as well as their mentors, successfully delivered three English language classes (per school) and, using the 
theoretical framework acquired during their post-graduate programme, presented the use of the Akelius application 
in learning English as a foreign language. 

- This model enabled the students to engage and experiment with language constructively and creatively, increased the 
students’ motivation and positively influenced their self-esteem and language awareness in language learning. 

- This resulted from a strong link between the instructors’ awareness of the importance of pedagogical and linguistic 
competences when creating digital content online, learning outcomes and the students’ motivation to create their own 
digital content (before delivering the classes). 
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- As part of the process of supporting digitalisation in English language teaching, the activities also included a one-
day symposium entitled Digital Literacy for Teaching and Learning English through the Akelius Digital Language 
Learning Programme (https://www.unsa.ba/novosti/odrzan-simpozij-digital-literacy-teaching-and-learning-english-
through-akelius-digital). 

- This one-day workshop was supported by UNICEF and World Vision as part of a more comprehensive initiative by 
the Akelius Foundation, focusing primarily on children on the move in the Sarajevo Canton and the Una-Sana Canton 
as the initial target group in response to a large number of migrants currently accommodated in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (see https://bih.iom.int/situation-reports).

- ERL Journal, Educational Role of Language 
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- Is effective language learning related to linguistic research?

- Reforms in curricula that would allow students to work with multimodal texts and develop the four 
skills of the 21st century: critical thinking, collaboration, communication, and creativity while 
learning on-the-move. 

- Aside from the need for massive retooling and interdisciplinary approaches, the restrictions on fully 
applying the DDL method lie also in the requirements for measuring knowledge. 

- Integrating multimodal texts and learning from corpora is a life-long process and may, as such, be 
integrated into the syllabi to promote learner autonomy and provide direct access to language 
without direct access to education thus enhancing discovery learning, motivation, noticing, 
sensitisation, and, finally, learning to learn.

- Knowledge stops being associated to specific physical spaces and persons and goes through 
concepts of “mobility” and “ubiquity” (Cope, & Kalantzis, 2009; Mercier, & Higgins,  2013)

- This also enables students to become digital content-creators, to develop their conception of 
knowledge within an area of personal learning (Van't, & Swan, 2007; Thorpe, & Gordon, 2012)
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What were the challenges in 
asynchronous hybrid when it comes to 
writing instructions in your disciplines?

Asynchronous hybrid: teachers provide 
instruction, practice and feedback at 
school, then provide an asynchronous 
platform for students to do the same at 
home

Is there anything you would like to share 
with novice teachers or linguists who are 
working on or evaluating digital content 
for your discipline? 

DISCUSSION 

QUESTIONS



THANK YOU 
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